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ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS 

1.  Students must attend class meetings.

2.   Research one of the venues we will be 
visiting prior to the trip and share your 
findings once we’re there.

3.   Journaling is expected throughout the 
trip (especially during lectures and 
guided tours of energy related facilities).

4.   Students must write a 5–10 page 
travel essay upon return that focuses 
on the adoption of renewable energy 
technologies observed during the trip.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon successful completion of the course, 
students will be able to:

1.  Demonstrate an awareness of 
the renewable energy transition 
(Energiewende) being implemented  
by the German government.

2.  Explain how various fiscal policies such 
as feed-in-tariffs (FIT), have affected 
the Germans in their transition to 
renewable energy sources. 

3.  Articulate the perceived attitude of the 
German people to this transition. 

4.  Describe the historical movement 
toward more renewable energy sources 
by German industries and governing 
bodies.

5.  Explore the social and historical 
background of the areas of Germany 
and Switzerland that we are visiting.

Course Itinerary Collaboration Series 

ENE 4990: RENEWABLE 
ENERGY IN GERMANY 
AND SWITZERLAND 

This course provides 
engineering students the 
opportunity to study the 
policies and engineering 
status of renewable energy 
development in Germany  
and Switzerland. 

Through a balance of both classroom 
and experiential education, the course 
will detail the concepts and practices  
of technical renewable energy. Students 
will also gain further awareness of 
sustainability by exploring Germany’s 
transition to energy efficiency and 
sustainable development, including 
visits to biospheres, power plants and 
solar parks. 

Interested in building your 
own Course Itinerary? Visit 

efcst.com/buildyourown



AT INDIANA TECH
March

–  2–3 page research document on a 
specific venue of the upcoming trip 

–  Q&A class

–  Departure meeting

IN GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND 
March 14–23

–  Visit the Solarpark Bruhrain  
near Heidelberg

–  Visit Villa Tanheim at the  
International Solar Energy Society

–  Lecture on renewable energy and  
solar power boat cruise 

–  Grimsel Power Plant visit in Lucerne

–  Tour of Entlebuch Biosphere

BACK ON CAMPUS
May

–  Present research paper on a highlight 
from the trip

–  Give a day-by-day account of the trip  
in the form of a letter, including cultural 
aspects and reactions to German and 
Swiss lifestyles

–  Write 1-2 page paper on what you  
might tell someone who is planning  
to take a similar trip  

SYLLABUS OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE PROFESSOR
Dr. John Renie is an Associate Professor of Mechanical and Energy 
Engineering at the Indiana Institute of Technology. The information  
above is an excerpt from his comprehensive course syllabus.


